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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 December 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 7.5-7 and 10-16 is/are pending in the application. 
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6) ^ Claim(s) 1. 5-7. and 10-16 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

In response to amendment of claim l t rejection under 112 has been withdrawn. 

Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

1 . Claims 1 and 1 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ganthier et 
al (5,865,546). 

As to claims 1, 16, Ganthier et al. discloses a computer user interface device, a keyboard 
module / a first module for producing keyboard function signals based on user input 
operations (figs.l, 3 (130)), a specialty module/second module cooperative couple to said 
keyboard module for producing a specialized set of user function signals based on user 
input operations (fig. 1,3 (102, 140, 160)), circuitry, on said specialty module, for 
coupling the signals to the computer (fig. 3 (99)). 

As to claim 5 Ganthier et al further teaches a the keyboard module includes a 
mechanical coupling structure (fig.l (105,107)) and the specialty module includes a 
mechanical coupling structure (fig.l (1 13,134)) complementary with the mechanical 
coupling structure on the keyboard module. 

As to claims 6,15, Ganthier et al also show one of the mechanical coupling structures 
includes a cavity for keyboard and specialty module (fig. 1(104, 110, 120)). 
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In regard to 7, Ganthier et al further teaches the mechanical coupling structures include 
electrical connectors (figs.l and 4 (125), fig.3 (105,11 1,121,1 15)(85-88)). 

As to claim 10, Ganthier et al also disclose that the computer user interface device is 
one of a computer keyboard (see, figs.l and 4 (130)). 

As to claim 11, Ganthier et al discloses the keyboard module (fig.l (130)). It is inherent 
for Ganthier et al's keyboard to have a cursor keys and programmable function keys. 
In regard to claim 12, Ganthier et al shows the mechanical coupling structure includes a 
guide rails (fig.l (106)) and guide slots (fig.l, (105,113,123)). 

As to claim 13, Ganthier et al further teaches a locking structure for locking the 
keyboard module and specialty module (fig. 1(107, 106, 131), fig. 4,(135, 136)). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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3. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ganthier et al in 
view of Daly et al (4,969,830). 

As to claim 14, Ganthier et al discloses a computer interface including a keyboard 
module and specialty module (see, figs.l and 4), but failed to teach these two modules 
having a snap lock. Daly et al is cited to teach that it is well known for a computer 
interface device to have a snap locking mechanism (see, Abstract, col.l, lines 54-65). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to have been motivated to incorporate the locking system of Daly et al into the 
computer interface device of Ganthier et al, because this will provide an automatically 
effects engagement of the keyboard and the specialty modules a secured connection. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 6 and 14 have been considered but are 

moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ricardo L. Osorio whose telephone number is 571-272-7676. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:00 A.M. to 5:30 
P.M. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bipin Shalwala whose telephone number is 571-272-7681. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 571-273-8300 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Service Window at the 
Randolph Building, 401, Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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